
 
 

Statement of Intent 
North Salem 

New York State Seal of Biliteracy 
 
 

I, _________________________________________ (name of student) do 
hereby state that I intend to pursue the New York State Seal of Biliteracy. I have 
read all of the materials provided to me, and understand that I must submit this 
application to my world language teacher by April 1st, 2019. 
 

I also understand that I am required to work with my mentor and that the 
NYSSB will be awarded contingent upon my ability to successfully complete all of 
the necessary requirements for the seal. 
 
 
________________________________ _______________________ 
Signature of Student Date 
 
 
________________________________ _______________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                Application 
North Salem 

New York State Seal of Biliteracy 
 

 
 

Seal of Biliteracy Candidate: _______________________________________________ 
 
Grade: ________________ Homeroom: ___________________________ 
 
Language 1: ___________________________  Language 2: _____________________________ 
 
World Language Teacher / Mentor : 
_________________________________________________ 
 
Guidance Counselor: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Were you ever in an English as a Second (or New) Language (ESL/ENL) Program in New York 
State?   YES ____________    NO ____________ 
 
In the space below, please respond to the following: Why have you planned to apply for the 
New York State Seal of Biliteracy? Why do you feel it is important to be literate in more than 
one language? Feel free to attach a typed response, if preferred. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Directions : Meet with your counselor to determine how you plan to meet the NYSSB criteria to 
earn 3 points in each of the 2 categories below. 

 

Verified by ____________________________________(Guidance Department Signature) 

 

The New York State Seal of Biliteracy Scoring Rubric 
Earning the New York State Seal of Biliteracy 

A. Students wishing to receive the New York State (NYS) Seal of Biliteracy must complete 
all requirements for graduating with an NYS Regents diploma* and 

B. In addition to the above requirement, students wishing to receive an NYS Seal of 
Biliteracy must earn three (3) points in each of the two (2) areas listed below.  

Criteria for Demonstrating Proficiency in 
English 

Point  
Value 

Criteria for Demonstrating Proficiency in 
a 

World Language 

Point  
Value 

1a. Score 75 or higher on the NYS Comprehensive 
English Regents Examination or score 80 or higher 
on the NYS Regents Examination in English 
Language Arts (Common Core)* 
 
Date taken: __________________ 
Score received: _______________ 
or 
English Language Learners (ELLs) score 75 or 
above on two Regents exams other than English, 
without translation. 
 
Regents Subject Exam #1 taken: 
___________________________ 
Date taken: __________________ 
Score received: _______________ 
 
Regents Subject Exam #2 taken:  
___________________________ 
Date taken: __________________ 

1 
 
 

2a. Complete a Checkpoint C level World 
Language course, with a weighted grade 
of 85 or higher, for both the coursework 
and final examination consistent with 
Checkpoint C Standards. 
 
Indicate Checkpoint C Level Course 
    ___ Spanish 4/SUNY I 
    ___ Spanish 4 Honors 
     ___Spanish 5 / SUNY II 
    ___ AP Spanish 
     ___French 4 / SUNY I 
     ___AP French 
 
Weighted course grade: __________ 
Final exam grade: ______________ 
 
 

1 



Score received: _______________ 

1b. ELLs score at the Commanding level on two 
modalities on the New York State English as a 
Second Language Achievement Test 
(NYSESLAT). 
 
Modality #1_________________ 
 
Modality #2_________________ 
 
Date taken: __________________ 
 

1 2b. Attach a copy of transcripts from a 
school in a foreign country showing at 
least three years of instruction in the 
student’s home/native language in Grade 8 
or beyond, with an equivalent grade 
average of B or higher. 

1 

1c. Complete all 11th and 12th grade ELA courses 
with an average of 85 or higher or a comparable 
score using another scoring system set by the 
district and approved by the Commissioner. 
 
English 11 Average:  _________________ 
 
English 12 Average __________________ 
 
 

1 2c. For students enrolled in a bilingual 
education program, complete all required 
Home Language Arts (HLA) coursework 
and the district HLA exam with an 85 or 
higher, or a comparable score 
using another scoring system set by the 
district and approved by the 
Commissioner. 

1 

1d. Achieve the following scores on the 
examinations listed below: 
- Score 3 or higher on an Advanced Placement 
(AP) English Language or English Literature 
examination,  
or 
- Score 80 or higher on the Test of English as a 
Foreign Language (TOEFL). 
 
Test taken: __________________________ 
 
Score Received: ______________________ 
 
 

1 2d. Score at a proficient level on an 
accredited Checkpoint C World Language 
assessment (See “Checkpoint C World 
Language Assessments and 
Minimum Scores” on the following page.) 
 
Test taken: ________________________ 
Language: ________________________ 
Score(s) received: __________________ 
(For all tests other than the AP exam, 
attach copies of the test results) 

1 



1e. Present a culminating project, scholarly essay 
or portfolio that meets the criteria for speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing established by the 
district’s Seal of Biliteracy Committee to a panel 
of reviewers with proficiency in English. 
 
 
 
I will present: (check one) 
_____ culminating project 
_____ scholarly essay 
_____ portfolio  

2 2e. Present a culminating project, 
scholarly essay, or portfolio that meets the 
criteria for speaking, listening, reading, 
and writing established by the district’s 
Seal of Biliteracy Committee and that is 
aligned to the NYS Checkpoint C 
Learning Standards to a panel of reviewers 
with proficiency in the target language. 
 
I will present: (check one) 
_____ culminating project 
_____ scholarly essay 
_____ portfolio  

2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Checkpoint C World Language Assessments  
and Minimum Scores  

(Based on the ACTFL Intermediate High Standards) 
 

Completing one or one group of these examinations will yield one point towards the 
three total points necessary on the criteria point system for demonstrating world 

language proficiency. 

ASSESSMENT MINIMUM SCORE 

AP - Advanced Placement Exam 4 

IB - International Baccalaureate 5 

STAMP4S - Standard Based Measurement of Proficiency 6 

DELE - Diplomas of Spanish as a Foreign Language - 
Cervantes Institute of NY 

B1 

AAPL - The ACTFL Assessment of Performance Toward 
Proficiency in Languages 

I-5 

OPI - The ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview 
OPIc - The ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview by computer 
 
WPT/BWT - The ACTFL Writing Proficiency Test / Business 
Writing Test 
 
RPT - The ACTFL Reading Proficiency Test 
 
LPT - The ACTFL Listening Proficiency Test 

Intermediate High 
In this section, 
students should take 
exams in as many 
modalities (speaking, 
writing, listening, 
reading) as available 
to qualify for the 
Checkpoint C credit. 

ALIRA - The ACTFL Latin Interpretive Reading Assessment I-4 

SLPI: ASL American Sign Language Proficiency Interview Intermediate Plus 

 
Note: Some exams do not give results until after June or later. Students and advisors may 

need to plan accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 



1e - English  
The 2 point section of the English part of the NYSSB may be satisfied through the production, 
presentation, and defense of a research paper, a personal narrative or an expository literary 
essay. The students and mentors will confer throughout the year to prepare for the presentation 
and to ascertain that the scope and quality of the work submitted are commensurate with the 
requirements of the NYSSB, to include language usage equivalent or superior to that described 
in the Next Generation ELA Learning Standards for 11th and 12th-grade students. 
 
 
2e - World Languages 
The 2 point section of the World Language part of the NYSSB may be satisfied through: 

1. Students may submit a portfolio of their work demonstrating their proficiency in the four 
skills and three modes of communication. They will confer regularly with their mentors 
to make sure that the portfolio includes sufficient quality and variety of artifacts, such as: 

○  Audio or video recordings of extemporaneous conversations with other 
appropriately proficient Checkpoint C students, teachers or native or heritage 
speakers of the target language (TL). Since such conversations necessarily 
involve listening to one’s conversation partner(s) and responding to their input, 
they may provide evidence of both interpretive listening and interpersonal 
speaking skills. 

○ A piece of written-on-demand correspondence in response to a TL prompt. 
Similar to the audio and video artifacts, these may provide evidence of both 
interpretive reading and interpersonal writing skills. 

○ Reading or listening assessments that display a thorough understanding of 
appropriately advanced source materials. 

○ A written-on-demand essay. If the essay incorporates information garnered from 
written or auditory sources, it may provide evidence of interpretive reading and 
listening skills in addition to presentational writing skills. 

○ An audio or video recording of a TL presentation given either in class or in 
another context. Since such presentations often include a follow-up question and 
answer segment, they may provide evidence of interpretive listening skills and 
interpersonal speaking skills in addition to presentational speaking skills. 

 
 

2. Students may also earn 2 points by doing a project focused on an aspect of the Target 
Language (TL) culture. This option may be especially applicable to students wishing to 
obtain the NYSSB in a language other than French or Spanish, as they will not have the 
same curriculum-based opportunities to create artifacts. Here again, mentors will guide 



students toward the creation of a project commensurate with the requirements of the 
NYSSB. Project components may include: 

○  Audio or video recordings of extemporaneous of interaction with native or 
heritage speakers of the TL. The conversation should be sufficiently substantial to 
provide evidence of both listening and speaking skills. 

○ A piece of correspondence used to gain information about the TL culture, and the 
TL response to that inquiry. 

○ A 500 word, MLA formatted essay giving an overview of the student’s purpose, 
experiences, and findings regarding the theme of the project. All sources 
referenced shall be written in the TL and of high quality (Checkpoint C or higher) 

○ The student’s presentation of the project or portfolio shall include a prepared, 
technology-enhanced overview of its component artifacts. Following the prepared 
portion of the presentation, the student will field follow-up questions in the target 
language. 

 
 

 
 


